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Standards & Performance Committee Meeting 
 

Date:  Wednesday 21st June 2022 
Time:   2.00pm 
Venue: Boardroom 
 

Present:  
Sue Lomax (Chair) 
Andrew Fawcett 
Chris Ball 
Dr Gill Waugh 
Rebecca Davison 
Tom Martin 
Bill Webster (Principal) 
 

In Attendance: 
Deborah Bradburn (Clerk to the Board) 
Mark Burgoyne (Deputy Principal) 
Karen Westsmith (Director of Curriculum and Quality) 
Kate Wallace (Director of Curriculum Employer and Student Services) 
Tracy Clarke (Director of Curriculum Development & MIS) 
Jill Hebden (Minute Taker2.0 0pm. 

 

1.2 Apologies for absence  

Apologies for absence had been received from Fardean Farooq. 
  

1.3  Declarations of Interest 
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Agreed: that the minutes are approved as a correct record and authorised for publication. 
 

1.6 Matters arising from the previous minutes     

 The action progress log was presented.  

English & Maths: 

The Principal had met with the Council Director of Children’s Services and discussed the 
English and maths agenda. The College had also engaged with the local authority English 
and maths group.  
 

Governor Questions: 

Would English and maths be included in the local strategic plan? 

The plan was not yet complete and would be discussed in due course. 

 

2. SECTION B - COLLEGE MATTERS FOR CONSIDERATION UNLESS INDICATED OTHERWISE  

2.1  Progress Reports  
 
(Change in the Order of the Agenda) 
 

(ii)  Apprenticeships 

The Director of Curriculum, Employer and Student Services presented the report with the following 
points highlighted:  

• Achievement had increased to 49% with a best case of 69.9% against a target of 70%. 

• The accountability framework, that the College would be measured against, would be 
implemented in year with the dashboard updated after each ILR return. The withdrawal 
rate was currently at 21% and would be rated as ‘amber’ on the accountability framework 
dashboard, as it was above the policy threshold. Withdrawals were mitigated wherever 
possible whilst staying within the funding rules.  Many colleges across the sector would 
receive an ‘amber’ rating.  

• Individualised performance boards continued to take place each month and had adopted 
some Ofsted style questions i.e. had the apprentice grown in confidence?  

 

Governor Questions: 

Withdrawals seem to be focused in certain areas? 

There were pockets of withdrawals in certain areas ie. construction. Provision has been 
reviewed in terms of quality and it is clear that those apprentices, who do pass, pass with 
high grades.  

Some programme provision would no longer be offered because of industry sector changes 
that could not offer 20% ‘off the job’ training and the impact this had on learner outcomes and 
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achievements. The apprentices on those programmes would continue to be 
supported.  Health programmes were now more aligned to Group initiatives. 
 

Is there a similar picture nationally of a detrimental impact due to the pandemic? 

Recruitment was not at the standard that the College was required to reach.  There were 
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There have been more students that are anxious this year due to this possibly being the first 
time they have sat an exam. This has resulted, in part, to an increase in learners that required 
additional support, circa. 350-400 learners.  
 

RESOLVED: 

The Committee noted the information provided in the Maths and English Update. 
 

(iv)  16 – 19 Study Programmes and T-Level Provision 

 The Director of Curriculum, Employer and Student Services presented the report w 0 Tw ( )Tj
-0.theh 
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Governor Questions: 

Could the Standards and Performance Committee lead in this area? 

The Committee needs to be more involved with the critical challenge that governors provide 
and that rigour. How as an organisation we look to test leadership, which governors sat within, 
need to be part of the process.  Governors need to be assured of the curriculum plan, the 
factors that go into 


